January 07, 2020

     
The January 07, 2020 Regular Board meeting held at the Village Office, 110 W. Central, was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by President Keneipp.
     
Trustees physically present: Frazier, Dial, Richards

Trustees absent:  Schultz, Williams, Beccue
    
 Also physically present: Chief Weseloh, Attorney Mike Gifford, James Neville, Bev Neville, Dustin Harris.

The Citizen Comment portion of the meeting began with Mayor Keneipp addressing the questions presented on December 17, 2019. He read the following aloud:
1.
How will it be handled if more than 2 cans are needed occasionally? – 2 cans are available upon request at no charge to the resident. If a third can is needed, it is available for a fee of $5.00. Both requests are to be made through the Village Office. 

2.
If a resident contacts the village office about being gone for 2 or more weeks, will there be no charge during that time? – If a resident will be gone for the winter, deployed or out of town for a minimum of one month, service can be disconnected like water. The resident will not be billed for this. The office must be notified prior to the resident leaving, not after.

3.
Which service will collect garbage for country residents? – If a resident lives in the country and does not have water through the Village, they are free to choose whichever hauler they would like. 

4.
Was Ben Neville trucking not given a chance to bid against Republic Services? – Neville Trucking was given the same opportunity to bid as every other hauler in the area. The Illinois State Statute for obtaining sealed bids was followed. 

5.
Have people been hired locally- meaning from Minier or a small town nearby? – Republic Services operates out of Bloomington, IL and services many small communities in our area.  The Village does not control who Republic hires, but will insure that its employees, wherever they reside, provide services as required by the contract.

6.
Why were residents not allowed to provide input before this decision was made?  Cost savings is just one variable.  Because the Board believed that a referendum was not required, it  moved forward with information gathering and bids, per statute.  The matter was on the Board’s published agenda for several months and discussed in meetings.  All meetings and opportunities for the public to hear about the service were posted on the agenda and in the minutes per the Open Meetings Act. At no point in time were these conversations shielded from the public eye.

7.
How was the “no opt-out” implemented? – An Ordinance was passed by the Village Board requiring that residents all have trash service if a bid were accepted and a contract was entered into with a waste disposal company. 

8.
Why was the newspaper the method of communication for the bid? – The newspaper was the method of communication because that is what is required per state statute. It was also published on the website and available in the Village Office.

9.
Does the Village collect a fee? – There is a $5.00 Administrative Maintenance Fee each month in addition to the fee for garbage pickup, making the total monthly charge $18.10.

10.
Why was Area Recycling not invited to bid? – See number 4

11.
Why do residents not get the choice in hauler? – The Village of Minier was an open market for waste disposal for the last 50 years. Residents had the option during that time to use any hauler that they wanted. Many residents were unhappy with the service that Neville provided, but continued to use them due to the fact that most haulers won’t pick up for only a few residences. After bids were received and the Village accepted the bid proposed from Republic Services, the Village chose to enter into a contract with them for a three year period, requiring all residents to use their services, as well. 

12.
What will the rates be in the 2nd and 3rd years? – Rate increases are based on the Consumer Price Index each year with a 4% cap in the contract. During year one and year two, the maximum increase will be 4%. However, if the CPI is 3.2%, that will be the increase. 

13.
What will happen if garbage cannot be paid? Will water be shut off?   The Board has directed legal counsel to review this issue.

14.
If you have water added to another building on your property, will you be charged an additional garbage service? - No.  

15.
How many bids were received? – 2 bids were submitted and were opened and publicly read at 9:00 AM on October 22 at Village Hall.

16.
How was it decided to use Republic services? – Republic Services provided the lowest qualifying bid on waste removal.

Dustin Harris addressed the board and asked if there was an additional way to get the agenda to the public. It was explained that the agenda is posted on the public board and on the website per the Open Meetings Act. 


Jamie Neville addressed the board. He stated that he felt the board and high ranking officials should have notified him personally of resident complaints regarding their operations and business. He cited some concerns regarding apartment buildings. He reiterated concerns about the bid process and the transition to Republic Services. Neville stated that he believes the legal guidelines and letter of the law were followed but wonders if the “spirit” of the law was. He stated that there were deficiencies and that they “will be addressed in the future”. 


A motion was made by Frazier and seconded by Richards to Approve the Action of the President and Clerk Regarding the Retention of Attorney Phillip O’Donnell to Represent the Village Regarding the Threatened Litigation by Neville Trucking and the 

Village’s Waste Management Ordinance and Contract. Approved by roll call vote.  
Ayes: Frazier, Dial, Richards, Kenneipp.
Nays: None.
A motion was made by Frazier and seconded by Richards to approve the 01.07.2020 Board Meeting Minutes. Approved by roll call vote.  Ayes: Frazier, Dial, Richards, Kenneipp.    

Nays: None.
Chief Weseloh addressed the board. He gave a brief overview of an altercation that occurred on Christmas Eve between an officer serving a warrant and a fugitive. Multiple agencies assisted with the manhunt. One Call Now was utilized for the safety of residents to alert them of the fugitive in the area and ask that they lock homes and vehicles. Work was done on the squad car. The DARE graduation took place at Olympia West. The monitor in the police department and one of the security cameras are not operating correctly and will be replaced. 
There was no Public Works Report this week. 

A motion was made by Frazier and seconded by Richards to Approve Resolution #315, Addendum to Agreement With Republic Services for Solid Waste Removal and Disposal. Approved by roll call vote. Ayes: Frazier, Dial, Richards, Kenneipp.

Nays: None.  Attorney Gifford stated that the Addendum provides definitions not originally stated in the original agreement and clarifies some items from the contractor that they are not required to haul hazardous material. It also clarifies that the Village is not liable for this, as well, as the Village will not dictate what is or is not picked up. 

A motion was made by Frazier and seconded by Dial to Approve the Intergovernmental Agreement Between the Village of Minier and Olympia Community Unit School District #16. Approved by roll call vote.  Ayes: Frazier, Dial, Richards, Kenneipp. 
Nays: None.
 Weseloh stated that this is simply a formalization of a procedure already in place.
A motion was made by Frazier and seconded by Dial to Approve the Resignation of Julie Darnall effective December 31, 2019. Approved by roll call vote.  Ayes: Frazier, Dial, Richards, Kenneipp.
Nays: None.
A motion was made by Frazier and seconded by Richards to Approve Monthly Bills As Presented and Allowed: General Fund $20,617.10; Water/Sewer $4,761.70; Imig Park $7,575.29.  Approved by roll call vote.  Ayes: Frazier, Dial, Richards, Kenneipp.

Nays: None.

The Clerk addressed the board. An update was given on the interest in local land development. Preparations are underway for the IDNR Grant Audit. The board meeting schedule was distributed. Information was provided on the upcoming Olympia West Color Run. The event coordinators will be attending the next board meeting. 

There was discussion regarding the ongoing crosswalk project at Stringtown Road. There was discussion regarding the Solar Panel Ordinance and the permit fee that will be implemented. Additional board input is required and the ordinance will be revised with an appropriate fee. Solar panel inspection was discussed regarding the appropriate fee amount.

Frazier mentioned some updates underway at the Fire Department regarding Starcom Radios. 

Dustin Harris asked if residents with current solar panels would be “grandfathered” in with the new ordinance. Frazier answered yes.

 A motion was made by Frazier and seconded by Richards to Adjourn to Executive Session Pursuant To 2(C)11 of the Open Meetings Act to Discuss Litigation, when an action against, affecting or on behalf of the particular public body has been filed and is pending before a court or administrative tribunal, or when the public body finds that an action is probable or imminent, in which case the basis for the finding shall be recorded and entered into the minutes of the closed meeting.  .
Approved by roll call vote.  Ayes: Frazier, Dial, Richards, Kenneipp.

Nays: None.


A motion to move to open session was made by Frazier and seconded by Richards. Approved by roll call vote. Ayes: Frazier, Dial, Richards, Kenneipp.

Nays: None.

A motion to adjourn at 7:47 pm was made by Frazier and seconded by Richards.  Approved by roll call vote.  Ayes: Frazier, Dial, Richards, Kenneipp.
Nays: None.
__________________________                 ________________________________
Neill Keneipp, Village President                 Heidi Mugler, Village Clerk 
