May 07, 2019

     
The May 07, 2019 Regular Board meeting held at the Village Office, 110 W. Central, was called to order at 7:30 P.M. by President Keneipp.
     
Trustees physically present: Devine, Schultz, Greathouse, Williams.

Trustees absent:  Beccue.
    
 Also physically present: Chief Weseloh, Superintendent Schopp, Attorney Gronewold, Attorney Gifford, Deputy Clerk Horner; Representing St. Johns UCC: Mike Schmitgall, Barb Tarbuck, Annie Tarbuck, Jo Drake, Gary Loseke, Kate Schmitgall, Anna White, Kris Loseke, Grace Shull, Reverend Robert Sherman, Dianne Sherman, JoAnn Schopp; also present were Greta Janis, Darin Janis and last, Steve Leesman with Midwestern Insurance.

Darin Janis addressed those present and read a letter addressing the concerns with the chimes that are played at St. Johns church. Mr. and Mrs. Janis both feel that the volume and frequency of the bells are both in excess. They did note that the church had decreased the amount of times that the bells are played from 27 to 13 and are appreciative of that, however, they want them decreased further. Greta Janis contacted the Village Office and was advised to speak to the church board. She expressed her concerns about the fact that they have a baby due in the summer and that has increased her worry about the volume and frequency of the bells. She also stated that multiple residents feel as she does and that she has emails to prove this. Greta is asking that the Village Nuisance Ordinance be enforced. She is not asking that the church stop playing the bells entirely, she just wants the playing decreased to two or three times a day. She has consulted legal counsel, as well.  Darin Janis presented the board with a letter from Paula Schapmire, as well, stating the same concerns for her daughter and the upcoming baby.


Kris Loseke addressed the board and stated that she works in the office at St. John’s and that the only contact they have had from anyone unhappy with the chimes is Greta Janis. She stated that nobody else in the Village has complained. Gary Loseke stated that Hopedale also has bells and that they rang more than two times a day when they were working. Jo Drake addressed the board and said that Sandra Brenneman had asked her to speak on her behalf and that she enjoys the bells. Drake also stated that she has been thanked by numerous people for her part in replacing them. 

Greta Janis stated that she grew up in Hopedale and that the bells rang no more than twice. She agreed that the 5:00 bells are nice and that they also enjoyed them until they were played so frequently. She said that perhaps the rooms in their house are placed in an unfortunate spot in regards to the steeple. She reiterated that they do not want the bells to stop completely, they’re just looking for a happy medium with the volume and frequency.


Tarbuck commented that she lives between the church and the Janis home and that she has lived there for 9 years. When they first moved to Minier she found the bells to be a welcome sound.  When they broke she was eager for them to be fixed. She did agree with Greta that, initially, the amplification was too loud, however, the problem was addressed and corrected. Tarbuck commented that the bells don’t ring any more now than they did before and she has no issues sleeping. She stated that she has had a very different experience than Janis has had.

Pastor Robert Sherman addressed the board. He stated that he checked with over 300 churches throughout several states and none of them play the bells only twice daily. Some towns play the bells all day, every day, all year long. Sherman claims that when the issue was raised initially that there was only one call from Janis. He stated that the church has received no other calls or emails from any other concerned citizens and, in fact, asked Greta Janis to produce the emails that she has. This has not been done. He has also tried to find a happy medium by lowering the volume and duration of the bells. Sherman says the church is constantly evaluating the range and level of the bells and has used a decibel meter to monitor different areas in town. They will continue evaluating as the weather gets warmer. Sherman and the church understand the concerns of Janis and are trying to accommodate her. The church has a longstanding tradition of playing the bells.


Drake commented on the noise produced from the grain elevator and stated that people have to listen to that all the time.


Anne White addressed the board. She stated that she walks in town frequently and enjoys the bells. She asked about the whistle that blows twice daily. She stated that she hears that at her house which is two miles outside of town. She also stated that grain trucks and tractors travel through town and down her road quite frequently. She pointed out that if the bells were deemed a nuisance, where would it stop? Would the whistles and the trucks/tractors also be banned? She pointed out that many farming families, including hers, would be greatly affected by that. 

Janis stated that the whistle is for safety and the bells are not. She reiterated that she is not asking for the bells to be stopped completely, she simply wants them to chime less frequently. Again, she is looking for a happy medium.


Keneipp thanked everyone for their input and will take all comments into consideration. The Village will see what, if any, recourse is available for all parties involved. D. Janis provided the board with a letter from Paula Schapmire reiterating what her daughter previously stated. 


Mike Schmitgall, Barb Tarbuck, Annie Tarbuck, Jo Drake, Gary Loseke, Kate Schmitgall, Anna White, Kris Loseke, Grace Shull, Reverend Robert Sherman, Dianne Sherman, JoAnn Schopp, Greta Janis and Darin Janis exited the meeting.


Steve Leesman with Midwestern Insurance addressed the board regarding the health, vision and dental insurance renewal coming up on June 01. Leesman spoke on community rate ACA approved private plans, as well as level funding. The Village did not qualify for this. He feels that this should be looked at again next year. He discussed the available plans. The Village will make a determination at the next board meeting.


Leesman exited the meeting.


A motion was made by Schultz and seconded by Devine to approve the 04/16/19 minutes as written.  Approved by roll call vote.  Ayes: Devine, Schultz, Greathouse, Williams.
Nayes: None.

Chief Weseloh addressed the board. Activities for April were normal. Drug Takeback Day went well and over 20 pounds of drugs were collected. The box is available 7 days a week for citizens to drop off unused prescription medication. Over 10,000 pounds were received in Central Illinois. “Ride to School Day” with the Police Department went well. This was a silent auction item from the Minier Fire Department breakfast. May is National Law Enforcement Officer Memorial Week. All officers will be wearing bars over their badges. May 15 all flags will be flown at half-staff per Congressional Order. Weseloh attended a school safety conference in Bentonville. There will also be a Statewide Juvenile Officer Conference in June. Weseloh will also be attending a National Conference in Arizona, paid for by the DARE Board. The meeting for TC3 was held and this is still a work in progress; rates are subject to change. Weseloh will keep the board posted. 


Schopp addressed the board. Water loss has increased due to flushing mains. Public Works has been working on the playground area at the new park and the equipment has been assembled and installed. Wood chips will be next. The footings have been poured for the restroom/concession stands. Half of the pavilion floor has also been poured. Schopp informed the board that during the flooding one of the pumps at the lift station went down due to an influx of groundwater. This only last approximately 20 minutes. IMLRMA was notified about a duplex that had sewer backup during this same time. However, the resident stated that they heard gurgling long before the pump had any issues. Schopp also stated that a resident on Minier Ave. had inquired about a check valve.  A limb at 309 S. Minier Ave. fell during the rain and damaged a fence. It was one of our trees and will be coming down. The road will be closed while this is happening. Clean Up Day will be May 20 in Minier. Schopp stated that he has been looking into a Motor Fuel Tax project and will have more information at the next board meeting. Schopp commented on the trailer that he is requesting and stated that it is from Bauman Trailer Sale and the price includes trailer, title and license. Greathouse inquired about a hydrant located on Western. Schopp stated that he was already aware of the hydrant and it was on the board to be repaired.

 A motion was made by Greathouse and seconded by Schultz to Approve the Monthly Bills As Presented and Allowed; General Fund $5182.20; Imig Park Fund $16,999.00; Operation and Maintenance $8581.99. Approved by roll call vote.  Ayes: Devine, Schultz, Greathouse, Williams.

Nayes: None.

       
A motion was made by Devine and seconded by Greathouse to Approve Resolution #313, A Resolution Appointing Michael D. Gifford with Howard and Howard as Village Attorney. Approved by roll call vote.  Ayes: Devine, Schultz, Greathouse, Williams.

Nayes: None.

A motion was made by Greathouse and seconded by Nystrom to Approve Monthly Bills As Presented and Allowed. General Fund $15,311.06; Operation and Maintenance $7445.09; Imig Park Fund $4,068.47. Approved by roll call vote.  Ayes: Devine, Schultz, Greathouse, Williams.

Nayes: None.
A motion was made by Williams and seconded by Schultz to Approve Travel Mileage Reimbursement in the Amount of $27.84 for Sasha Horner.  Approved by roll call vote.  Ayes: Devine, Schultz, Greathouse, Williams.

Nayes: None.
A motion was made by Williams and seconded by Schultz to Approve Year Two Municipal Clerks Institute For Sasha Horner and Heidi Mugler In The Amount of $610.00 Per Registration. Approved by roll call vote.  Ayes: Devine, Schultz, Greathouse, Williams.

Nayes: None.

A motion was made by Greathouse and seconded by Schultz to Approve the Purchase of a Utility Trailer from Bauman Trailer Sales not to Exceed $1700.00. Approved by roll call vote.  Ayes: Devine, Schultz, Greathouse, Williams.

Nayes: None.
A motion was made by Devine and seconded by Greathouse to Approve A Three Year Auditing Contract With Ginoli & Company in the Amount of $6,000.00 with a one time $500.00 Set-Up Fee, increasing yearly By $150.00. Approved by roll call vote.  Ayes: Devine, Schultz, Greathouse, Williams.

Nayes: None.
A motion was made by Williams and seconded by Schultz to Appoint Stefan Frazier as Village Trustee. Approved by roll call vote.  Ayes: Devine, Schultz, Greathouse, Williams.

Nayes: None.
A motion was made by Schultz and seconded by Devine to Approve the Employee Manual Update For Uniforms 3-A and Uniforms 3-B. Approved by roll call vote.  Ayes: Devine, Schultz, Greathouse, Williams.

Nayes: None.

The budget meeting will be held on June 04. 

Devine inquired about the nuisance ordinance in its relation to the bells at St. Johns. Attorney Gifford stated that he had briefly reviewed the ordinance and how it could apply, however, if and when it would be enforced is up to the board. He also stated that since this applies to a church, that the RFRA (Religious Freedom Restoration Act) might apply. The statute/ordinance is neutral on its face, however, if impacting a religious place then the Village must show that no other method is available to get the same result.  The church has a 1st Amendment right. Gifford will request decibel meter readings from church.


A motion was made by Greathouse and seconded by Schultz to Adjourn to Executive Session Pursuant To 2(C)3 of the Open Meetings Act to Discuss Consideration Of A Vacancy. Approved by roll call vote.  Ayes: Devine, Schultz, Greathouse, Williams.

Nayes: None.

A motion was made by Williams and seconded by Schultz to hold a Special Meeting on May 21, 2019 at 6:00 pm to look into the residency of Trustee Johnny Greathouse. Greathouse will be able to present his own evidence of residency at this time. Approved by roll call vote.  Ayes: Devine, Schultz, Keneipp, Williams.

Nayes: None.

A motion to adjourn at 9:30 pm was made by Greathouse and seconded by Schultz.  Approved by roll call vote.  Ayes: Devine, Schultz, Greathouse, Williams.
Nayes: None.
__________________________                 ________________________________
Neill Keneipp, Village President                 Heidi Mugler, Village Clerk 
